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WASHINGTON&nbsp; -- New England dairy farmers came under fire today                in the House of Representatives as two amendments were offered to                the Fiscal Year 1999 Agriculture Appropriations bill to undercut                northeastern dairy prices for the benefit of midwestern milk-producing                states.              

"We won this fight in the Appropriations Committee last week; today                on the House floor; and I will continue to wage this battle as long                as it takes to secure the survival of Massachusetts' dairy farms,"                Olver said.              

Congressmen David Obey and Thomas Petri, both of&nbsp; Wisconsin,                offered House floor amendments, respectively, to promote a new federal                dairy pricing system that would cost dairy farmers -- outside of                the upper Midwest -- $365 million in lost income, and to delay an                extension of the Northeast Dairy Compact.&nbsp; Congressman Obey                is the Ranking Democrat on the Appropriations Committee.              

Congressman John Olver, also a member of the Appropriations Committee,                spoke against the two amendments.&nbsp; Both ultimately failed --                the dairy pricing amendment was defeated by vote, and the Northeast                Dairy Compact amendment was struck by a parliamentary point of order.              

"This is about small family farms.&nbsp; They're struggling all                over the country.&nbsp; Factory farms in the Midwest want the system                skewed in their favor. And that is unacceptable," Olver said.              

"We do not want the nation to be forced to rely solely on a supply                of milk from a relatively small number of factory producers.&nbsp;                People in Massachusetts want fresh local milk, and federal dairy                pricing should not threaten our region's ability to provide that."              

The Northeast Dairy Compact, originally proposed by Olver,&nbsp;                is an interstate commission that sets the price of fluid milk in                New England states. It has been in effect since August, 1997.              

"The Dairy Compact should be allowed to do its job," Olver added.             
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